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CORRIDO
(i\{exican)

The Mexican Corr ido is  a t rue fo lk  hal lad.  I l is to l ica l ly  th is  form descended f rom the Spanish
romance rvhich f lour ished nrost  b l i l l iant . l l ' r lur ing the 14th and 15th centur ies in  Spain.  The ear l iest
Nlex icat t  example that  bears a date 'uvas issued in n lex ico Ci ty  August  19,  1684.

The music for  scct t lar  fo lk  r lances is  in  the {ornr  of  songs.  This dance,  Corr ido,  has develop-
cr . l  f t 'ont  the bal la t l  fornr .  ' l 'h t ' t re  charactcr is t ic  s teps are notet l  in  th is  dance:  "soklado,"  a sold ier
sty le of  dancing f rom the t 'er 'o lut ionary < la-vs:a d ipping step commonly cal led the "grapevine;"  and
a typ icra l  s ideward step-c lose.

NI iss Avis  Lant l is ,  a  nremlrcr  of  1.he l lcscarch Conrmi l , l .ee c l f  the Folk Dance
Cal i fo t 'n ia,  in t rot lucer l  th is  c l : rnce to t l re  l i 'c r lu 'a t ion.  Nl iss f ,zrndis .  rvho has been an
ant l  lca<ler  in  the local  l \ {cx ican colony in  Oaklanr l ,  < lanced Corr ido in  var ious par ts  of

Federat ion of
active dancer
Mexico.

I I  T IS IC :

I,'OR]\{ATION:

S'I 'EPS:

I lecorr i :  l \ Iex ican Columbia 1613-C (or ig inal  wi th vocal )
I n rpc r i a l  1137  (no  voca l )

A t loublc c i lc lc  of  corrp les in  c losed dance posi t ion*,  M wi th back to center
atrd W facing center.

Stcp-c lose* ;  Soldado;  ( i rapevine (Mexican d ipping step) .

M u s i c  ( 4  4 ) I'ATTI']RN

Nleasnre

1 - 5

I. Slep-close, i\foving Sidervard

In ckrse<l posi l . ion, couplcs move clockwise rvi th 10 step-close steps. The
hips srvay casi ly in typical  Mexican fashion. .

I I .  ( l rapevine (Mexican Dipping Step)

Reginning with I \ { 's I l  and W's L exec:ute 7 grapevine steps moving CCW.
(i la lrcvinc St.cp: ( l )cscr iber l  for l \ i t ;  W bcgin rvi th oJrposite f t . )  Step
I l  f t .  ac loss  in  f r 'on t  r i l ' L  (c t .  1 ) ,  s tep  s rvd .  L  w i th  L  (c t .2 ) ,  s tep  I l  f t .
ac ross  in  back  o{  L  (c t .3 ) ,  s tep  swt l .  L  w i th  L  (c t .4 ) .  In  th is  s tep
1r:rltners watch feel ancl keelt close to each other.

S lep  I t  { t .  ac ross  L  (c1 , .  1 ) ,  s tamp L  f t .  in  p lace  (c t .2 ) ,  s tamp R f t .  in
place (ct .  3),  hokl  (ct .  4).  (W same rvi th opposite f t . )

I I I .  Step-close and Soldado

In closed posit.ion, r'epeat step-close step 4 times in a CW direction.
The Solclaclo stcp partners facing in closed position) :

Start ing rvi th M's R f t .  and W's L f t . ,  couples move to the center of the
circle,  M moving bwd.,  W frvd. The step is a rclaxed shuff le step in typi-
cal Mexican manner kecping ft. on floor. 4 steps moving twd. center.

Revclse direction moving arvay from center of the circle and slightly to
M's L, rv i th 4 steps (M: I l ,  L,  R, L and W: L, R, L, R).

Repeat Solclatlo 5 more times, eontinuing to move torvard and arvay from
the center of the circle, at the same time progressing fwd. in LOD.

I\{oving a'way from the center of the circle, M steps fwd. on R (ct. 1), M
stan tps  on  L  f t .  (c t .2 ) ,  M s tanrps  R (c t .3 ) ,  ho ld  (c t .4 ) .
lV stamps with opJrosite ft. Both change weight for grapevine.

IV. Grapevine

Repeat 7 grapevine steps, progressing CCW with same ending as in
Fig. I t .
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CORRIDO (Continued)
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Music (4/4) PATTERN

L-5A

Repetition with Yariations

I. Step-close, Moving Sideward

Action same as in Figure I, above.

II. Cross Step With One Turn

Partners facing, M hands clasped behind back, R hand
W holds skirt at sides.

holding L wrist.

Moving to M's L, W's R, take the following step. (Described for M; W
begin with opposite ft.)

step R across in front of L with an accent, lifting L off the floor in back
(ct,  1) ;  step L in place (ct .2\ ;  step R beside L (ct .  B) ;  step L across R
with-accent;  l i f t ing R f t .  of f  f loor in back (ct .4).  Durin!  this act ion
shoulders point alternately toward partner.

-lVI take.,s a 4-step turn to his L away from partner starting with R ft. in
back of L. W does same with opposite ft. 

-

Repeat action of meas. 1-2 twice.

Repeat action of meas. 1.

Facing_part1er, ]VI steps with R behind L (ct. 1) ; stamp fwd. L (ct. Z) ;
s tamp R bes ide  L(c t .3 ) ;  ho ld  (c t .4 ) .  W does  same wi th  oppos i te  f t .

III. Step-close and Soldado

Repeat action of meas. 9-18 in first section.

IV. Grapevine rvith Two Turns

Partners face cach other, holding R hands shoulder height, M's L hand
held in back, W's L hand holds skirt. Progressing CCW; M takes grape-
vine step throughout as in meas. 1-8, Figure IV, f i rst  sect ion.
While M dances this plain grapevine step, W dances as follows:

Meas. 1 Grapevine step
2 Two turns to R in 4 cts.

3-4 Repeat action of meas. 1-2.
6-6 Repeat action of meas 1-2

7 Grapevine step
8 Pivot tu.rn, steppr-ng on I (ct..l) I facing partner, staryR R

(ct.2) ;  stamp L (ct .  3) ;  hold (ct .  4).

2nd Repetition

tbis is pe-rformed exactly_ as in lst section, with a slight variation in part
IV as follows: Couples hold inside hands for grapevine step; W hblds
skirt with outside hand, M has outside hand in baif ; 'W atcentriates move-
ment of skirt with R hand and the dance ends with sharp stamps.
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