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THE WALLS OF LIMERICK 
I

( l r e l a n d )
The  Wa l l s  o f  L imer i ck  i s  the  s imp les t  o f  a l l  dances  f rom the  po in t  o f

v iew  o f  execu t ion .  A t  s ta r t i ng ,  t he  dancers  l i ne  up  in  coup les ,  l ady  on
gent leman's  r ight ,  each set  o f  two couples fac ing each other .  l t  is  danced
to  ree i - t ime ,  and  cons is t s  o f  f ou r  movements ,  as  fo l l ows .

1 .  Advance  and  Re t i re
This  is  an essent ia l  feature in  the rna jor i ty  o f  " lonE dances."

Gent leman takes par tner 's  le f t  hand in  h is  r ight ,  both advance to  meet  the
opposite couple {2 bars}, ret ire to place {2 bars}. Repeat the movement.

2 .  Hal f  R ight  and Lef t
Ladies exchange places by s ide-stepping across to the lef t ,  passing

each other face to face,  and f in ishing wi th two short  threes {4 bars} ;
gent lemen now exchange places,  but  s ide-step to the r ight  {4 bars} .

3.  Dance wi th Opposi te.
Each gentleman and opposite lady take right hands, both sidestep to

gent leman's lef t ,  f in ishing wi th two short  threes {4 bars} ;  s ldestep back,
f in ish ing  w i th  two shor t  th rees  {4  bars } .

4. Dance Around.
Gentleman takes own partner's hands, both dance a complete circle

around opposi te couple {8 bars} ,  f in ishing up to face in the opposi te
d i rec t ion .

Repeat the movements with the next couple and with each
succeeding couple unt i l  the music ceases.  ln th is manner
each couple progresses on the completion of the set of movements with
the result that the couples dancing opposite each other are constantly
vary ing.
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Note:
The descriptions for the lr ish dances are presented as they

were submitted.


