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THE FTAMBOROUGH SWORD DANCE
(England)

Co l l ec ted  by  Cec i . i  Sha rp  - -  1910 .

Flamborough is  a smal l  f ish i ; rg  v i i lage about  two mr les east  o f  F lamborough
Head in the North Riding of Yorkshire " The dance was performed annually
a few days before or  a f ter  Chr is tmas by the f ishermen.

The dancers,  erght  in  number,? wore dark b lue jerseys,  c l .o th caps of  the
same colour ,  whi te  ducks, ,  and b lack shoes"  Each dancer  carr ies a wooden
sword  36 "  l ong .

THE MUSIC:  When the dance was co i lected "Old Johnnie Walker"  (Buf fa lo
Gir ls)  was the tune most  f requent ly  used.  Other  su i tab le tunes are Bobby
Shaf toe and In  and Out  the Windows" Record:  ED 102.

THE STEP: The s ing le s tep hop (sk ipprng)  is  executed v igorously  throughout
the  dance ,  and  con t i nuous l y "  t he  dance rs  mark ing  t rme  w j th  the  same s tep
when in  a s tat iondry posr t ion "

THE DANCE: Al l  through the dance the dance. .s  ho ld therr  swords in  the i r
L  hands  ,

F igure i  -  Rrnq and Lock

The e ight  dancers form a r rng facrnq CW rn the fo l lowrng order :

E a c h  M ,  h o l d i n g  t h e  h i l t  o f  h i s  o w n  s w o r , J  r n  h i s  L  h d ,
r e s t s  i t  u p o n  h i s  o w n  L  s h o r r l d e r  a n d  g l , i s p s  t h e  t r p  o f
the  sword  be longrng io  the  M rn  f ron t  oJ  h rm wr th  h is
R hd,  a l l  dance round (CW) .

Lock  - -  the  dancers  l i f t  the l r  swords  over  the l r  heads
and tu rn  rnward , ,  c lose  in  ,  and fas ten  the  lock ,  each M
d r a w i n g  h r s  h d s  a p a r t  p a s s i n g  h r s  R  w r i s t  o v e r  h i s
nerghbour 's  L  hd  and h is  L  wr rs t  under  h rs  o the t
n e i g h b o u r ' s  R  h d "

St i l l  moving CW, the Leader  holds the Lock hrgh above h is  head - -
lowers i t  to  the horrzonta l  pos at  h ip  level  "  Each M takes the h i i t  o f
hrs  own sword in  h is  L hd and draws i t  f rom the lock"

Fiqure 2 CIash _Hi l t  and Point  Rinq

At  the begrnning of  the phrase aI I  c lash swords on the f i rs t  and middie
bea ts  o f  each  ba r  (16  c lashes )  .  Fo rm a  h i l t  and  po in t  r i ng ,  hds  a t
h ip  l eve l ,  a rms  ex tended .
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THE FLAMBOROUGH SWORD DANCE (continued)

Fiqure 3 Threedlinq (A)

No" 1 faces No.  8 and lowers the sword between themo No.  8 ra ises h is
R  h d  a n d  j u m p s  o v e r  f o l l o w e d  b y  7 , 6 , 5 0 4 0 3 , 2 1  N o .  I  s t a n d s  u p  t u r n s  L
about, the r ing is now moving in a CCW direction, swords on outside
shoulders "

Threedlino (B)

No.  2 ra ises h is  R hd,  turns inward to  face No.  1 making an arch.  No.  1
tu rns  R  under  the  sword  fo l l owed  by  8 ,7 ,6 ,5 ,4  and  3 .  The  r i ng  i s  now
movi.ng in a CW directlon, swords on outslde shoulder.

Threedl ino (C)

No.  I  ra ises h is  R hd,  turns inward to  face No,  8 making an arch.  No.  8
tu rns  L  under  the  sword  fo l l owed  by  7 ,6 ,5 ,4 ,3  and  2 .  The  r i ng  i s  now
movinq in  a CCW di rect ion,  swords on outs ide shoulders.

F iqure 4 -  F i les

Right Wall
T o p 2 3 4 5 B o t t o m

1 8 7 6
Left wall

No .  I  cas t  L  and  dances  down  the  ou ts ide  o f  8 ,7  and  6  and  up  the  m idd le
to p lace,  a t  the same t ime No.  2 dances down the middle of  the set  and
up the outs ide of  5  ,4 ,3 to  p lace "  Nos "  1  and 2 l ink swords and sp in twice
down the middle and join on to the bottom of the set with swords again on
thei r  shoulders.

Each pai r  dance th is  in  turn"

Fiqure 5 - Arches

Link swords in pairs and make arches, each pair in turn spin twice down
the middle to the bottom of the set.

F i q u r e 6 - H a l f P o u s e t t e

Lower the swords to  h ip  level .  No.  I  and No.  7 push and pul l  to  change
places wi th  No.  8 and No.  6 who pul l  and push,  This  is  a  progress ive
movement -- when moving down the set the dancers pousette to the R
waI I ,  when moving up to  the T-  wal l .  Each pai r  on reaching the top or
bottom spin twice away from the set.
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THE FLAMBOROUGH SWORD DANCE (continued)

F i q u r e T - S t r a i q h t H e v

Straiqht Hev -- Shoulder swords and form a l ine. No. l  facing down,
other  dancers fac ing up.  The Progress ive hey is  s tar ted by No.  1 pass-
ing No.  2 by the R shoulder  and the next  by the L,  and so on,  unt i l  a l l
dancers are in motion. On reaching the bottom of the l ine for the second
t ime,  No.  I  casts  to  the R fo l lowed by each dancer  in  t t i rn .

Fiqure B - Rinq and Lock

Link swords on L shoulder and dance round CW; Lock as in Figure 1.
The Leader  holds up the Lock.

To end the dance, the dancers either dance away or form a l ine with the
Leader in the middle, three on one side and four on the other.

Presented by Nibs Matthews

NOTATION

Measures Pattern Measures Pattern

1 - t 6
17  -32
3 3 - 4 8
49-64
1 -  1 6
L7  -32
3 3  - 4 8
49-64
r - 1 6
17 -32
3 3 - 4 8
49-64
1 -  1 6
L7  -32

Introductory music
Dance On
Ring
Lock
Lock Up
Lock Down
Draw and Clash
Open Ring
Threedling (A)
Ring
Threedling (B)
Ring
Threedling (C)
Ring and Fi les

I - I 6
17  -32
3 3 - 4 8
49-64

1 - B
9 - 1 6
r 7  - 2 4
25-32
1  - 6 4
r - 6 4
1 - I 6
1 7  - 3 2
3 3 - 4 8
49-64

F i l e  s
I r tos.  I  and 2 Cast
Nos .  B  and  3  Cas t
N o s .  7  a n d  4  C a s t
Nos .  6  and  5  Cas t
4lqb9r
Nos"  I  and  2  Sp in
Nos .  B  and  3  Sp in
Nos .  7  and  4  Sp in
Nos .  6  and  5  Sp in
Hal f  Pousset te
Straight Hey
Ring
Lock
Lock Up
Dance Off or Form Line
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